
 

 
 

Speaker biographies 
 
John Tulloch 

 

John is President of TAMA and Managing Director of Tulloch Farm Machines. 
He grew up on a leased dairy farm, and his parents were agricultural 
contractors and farmers. John graduated from Canterbury University with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering then gained work experience with Krone in 
the manufacturing heart of Germany and with JF in Denmark.  Over the 
following 13 years he worked in the aircraft industry and farm machinery 
industry in Europe before returning to New Zealand in 1998 with his German 
wife Henrietta, and taking on the challenge of running the family business. 
 

 
Hon Damien O’Connor 

 

Hon Damien O’Connor is the Minister of Agriculture and is also Minister for 
Biosecurity, Food Safety and Rural Communities and Minister of State for 
Trade and Export Growth. As a West Coaster, MP for West Coast-Tasman and 
with a background in farming, Damien has a strong connection with the primary 
sector. He is a passionate advocate for thriving rural communities and believes 
New Zealand’s ability to sustainably produce high-quality, nutritious food for a 
growing global population is crucial to the country’s economic future. His 
background in farming and adventure tourism drives his view that New Zealand 
needs well-paid, sustainable jobs and industry value growth for a better future 
for all. 

 
Cameron Bagrie 

 

Cameron Bagrie heads boutique research firm Bagrie Economics. Cameron 
has been an economist for 20 years. For over 11 years he was the Chief 
Economist at ANZ, heading a team that was consistently ranked No.1 for its 
analysis of the New Zealand economy. He developed a reputation for taking a 
forthright stand on even the hardest of economic issues. He’s also worked as 
an economist at the National Bank, Treasury and Statistics NZ. His approach 
to economics is pragmatic and non-ideological. Cameron holds B Com from 
the University of Otago and an M Com from the University of Canterbury. 
 

 
 
Alan Kirsten 

 

Alan is Managing Director at Agriview Pty Ltd. Alan has over 38 years’ 
experience in the Australian agricultural machinery industry, having worked for 
Kubota Tractor Australia from its inception until 1987 when he joined Massey 
Ferguson Australia (AGCO). In 2001 Alan purchased Agriview Pty. Ltd., which 
specialises in agricultural machinery sales market research. 2019 marks the 
30th anniversary for the company, in that time it has supported Australia’s 
agricultural machinery industry and in 2017 the company expanded its reach to 
include New Zealand. Agriview is a leading provider of statistical information 
and research with a commitment to industry, learning, innovation and the 
timely delivery of accurate statistical market information. 

 
 
  



Richard Lewis 

 

Richard has spent his entire career in the machinery sectors of both agriculture 
and construction having worked with Caterpillar, CNH and William Adams (Cat 
Dealer). Richard is owner/director of Iron Capital, which is a large rental and 
leasing business to the Aus/NZ construction sector, Chairman of the Board of 
O’Connors – the largest Case IH dealership in Australia, and Chairman of the 
Board of Burder Ag Attachments – manufacturer of loaders and ag attachments 
in Australia. Richard brings a vast experience from an OEM, Dealer and 
customer perspective and is well respected in the agricultural industry as former 
Chairman and Executive Director of the Tractor and Machinery Association of 
Australia. 

 
 
Andrew Grace 

 

Andrew is National leader of BDO’s Corporate Finance practice and is based 
in Christchurch. Andrew joined BDO Christchurch in 2013 after 7 years in the 
BDO Auckland Corporate Finance team. He advises companies on both the 
buy-side and the sell-side of transactions, performing due diligence, financial 
modeling assignments, valuations, advising on MBOs and Private Equity 
transactions, arranging debt and equity funding and running sale processes 
 

 

 
 
Ian Yule 

 

Prof Ian Yule is research director for PlantTech Research Ltd and Professor in 
Precision Agriculture at Massey University. Ian’s career has a strong focus on 
working closely with industry to achieve technology advance and has wide 
experience in this field. His current role involves developing research and 
development with the horticultural industries of New Zealand, particularly in the 
areas of AI machine learning, robotics and automation. PlantTech is a new 
structure within the New Zealand research and development science scene 
with the specific purpose of working with industry to develop new technologies 
and applications. Ian also current President of the International Society of 
Precision Agriculture.  
 

 
Katrina Thomson 

 

Katrina grew up in Gisborne, is degree qualified majoring in Labour Studies, 
Human Resources and has 20 years experience managing people and 
building teams. While at the Department of Labour (MBIE) she developed her 
knowledge of the primary sector, understanding industry leaders, and 
connecting with local businesses, providing guidance on employment, health 
and safety and productivity. Katrina is currently the Group HR Manager at 
Moana New Zealand, Aotearoa’s largest Iwi owned fishing company. Moana is 
predominately based in the North Island, spread across 17 locations and its 
products include: fish, oysters, wild and farmed abalone, lobster and ready to 
eat meals (for humanitarian and defence force purposes). 

 
Ron Gall 

 

Ron is General Manager of TAMA. With over twenty years involvement in the New 
Zealand vegetable and potato industry he is passionate about the primary sector 
and has an in depth knowledge of industry issues. Career highlights include his 
involvement as Congress Manager of the 7th World Potato Congress held in 
Christchurch and in the International Year of the Potato. Ron is a Director of the 
World Potato Congress (Inc) representing Oceania. Prior to his 21 years as 
Business Manager with Potatoes NZ, Ron was Senior Private Secretary for 
Labour Party Minister, Hon. Stan Rodger. 
 

 
  



Michael Davis 

 

 Michael Davis is the New Product Development Manager for Palmerston North-
based agritech company Levno. He is  responsible for leading a team of 
engineers designing and building a range of IOT enabled sensors that report 
information about critical on-farm storage. In the two years Michael has been 
leading the engineering team, it has  grown from a team of two to six and they 
have developed new sensors to monitor fuel tanks and milk vats. Prior to leading 
this team, Michael led change at Levno as the Quality Assurance Officer, 
responsible for gaining and maintaining ISO 9001, ISO 14001, and IECEx 
management system certifications. Michael graduated with BEng (Hons), 
majoring in Product Development.   

 
Phil Ulrich 

 

Phil Urlich is MITO’s Manager Corporate. MITO is the Industry Training 
Organisation that covers the Automotive industry and nine others. MITO 
supports its industries to address their workforce development needs and has 
over 4000 learners enrolled in formal qualifications across New Zealand. Phil’s 
role includes; working with national corporates to support their workforce 
development objectives, identifying new business opportunities for MITO and 
developing/implementing industry workforce development strategies. Before 
joining MITO Phil was an Investment Manager with the Tertiary Education 
Commission. Previous to that Phil has held management roles in the dairy and 
manufacturing industries. He owned a fleet of Massey Ferguson tractors when 
he was a kiwifruit and dairy farmer. 
 

Kyle Baxter 

 

Kyle Baxter is TAMA Vice President and Strategic Partnership Manager for 
Norwood, based in Palmerston North. He has been with Norwood for more than 
13 years and previous to his current role was a New Holland brand manager and 
operations manager. Prior to moving to New Zealand from the UK, Kyle was a 
product demonstrator and sales trainer for New Holland and other brands. He 
trained at Harper Adams University in Shropshire. 
 

 

 
 
Tom Reidy  

 

Tom Reidy is the Head of Innovation of TAG the Agency and Nod Media in 
Wellington. Tom is an expert in impact advertising and he has worked with 
some of New Zealand's premium brands. He enjoys building stories through 
social and digital media that inspire an authentic connection to brands and 
showcases brands’ hearts and souls. Tom has a wealth of experience and a 
passion for creating ads so good you don't realise you've clicked on one!  
  
 
 
 
 

 
Patrick (Paddy) Gower 

 

Patrick (Paddy) Gower is widely regarded as one of the best communicators in the 
business, with an irrepressible personality. Paddy is currently Newshub’s National 
Correspondent, where he concentrates on breaking and covering stories of national 
significance. Previously the political editor, he spent 10 years in the Parliamentary 
Press Gallery covering four different Prime Ministers and three different 
Governments. He's moderated the Newshub leader’s debate between Jacinda 
Ardern and Bill English, questioned Donald Trump multiple times during the US 
Election and has covered stories in places as varied as Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Kiribati. Patrick has been a journalist for 20 years and has unique insight into how 
the government works and New Zealand’s place in the world 

  
 

 
 
 


